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ANCIENT GREEK COINS. 
VI. SYRACUSE, 2 


BY FRANK SHERMAN BENSON 





FHE period of Syracusan story illustrated by the coins depicted 
on plate VI, begins with 466 B. C., in which year the expul- 
sion of Hieron’s successor, his brother Thrasyboulos, after a 
brief but cruelly despotic reign, terminated at once the Deino- 
menid dynasty and every form of tyranny in this city for over 
half a century. A fresh phase of civic life was entered upon. The old 
tyrants with their mercenaries and forced levies had indeed made Syracuse a 
mighty power, but at the expense of its oppressed or neglected citizens. 
Now could those eager aspirations after the freedom and individualism so 
dear to the Greek and so long under harsh restraint, again find realization ; 
Zeus Eleutherios (the Deliverer) was proclaimed the supreme deity not only 
of Syracuse but of all Sicily —throughout which island similar notable 
changes were taking place—and a Feast of Freedom was decreed, whose 
elaborate celebration, with hecatombs of slaughtered bulls, was annually 
observed so long as Syracuse remained an independent commonwealth. The 
great altar of Zeus, erected by the second Hieron for this tremendous cere- 
mony, still stands, one of the most impressive and inexplicable monuments 
of ancient Sicily. 

The impulse given to wealth, luxury, and all the refinements of living, 
the proud consciousness of freedom and self-government, the rapid but 
steady develop ment of the artistic spirit, as evidenced by the coins of this 
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half century, and the continuance of those magnificent architectural works 
which, begun in gratitude for the Himeraian victory, gradually approached 
or attained completion under the ceaseless labors of hordes of Carthaginian 
slaves, were among the powerful influences which combined to produce what 
has been well called the ‘‘ Golden Age” of free and independent Sicily. 

Not that even this happy time was without its divisions and conflicts, 
aroused and kept alive by the restlessness and discontent with which Sicilian 
influences seemed to inspire all who trod Sicilian soil. Since, however, these 
occurrences were unproductive of important changes, they impressed no 
mark upon the Syracusan coinage, and we need not dwell upon them in 
detail, merely noting the fresh struggles, both internal and against adjacent 
towns; the fears inspired by certain demagogues aiming at tyrannical power ; 
the war of extermination waged against the Etruscan pirates, once more 
lawless and defiant; and the contest with Ducetius, the great Sikel leader, 
whose aim it was to found a strong native state which should restore his 
fellow-countrymen to their ancient position of supremacy in the island; 
events which, succeeded by a period of comparative tranquility, bring us 
down to about the year 425 B. C. 

The chronological arrangement followed on plates VI and VII is that 
proposed by Mr. Arthur J. Evans in a series of articles in the Mumismatic 
Chronicle. The author's brilliant and careful scholarship, his familiarity with 
all branches of Sicilian archaeology, and his devotion to our special subject, 
clearly determine his position as the leading authority on the varied coinages 
of Sicily. His chain of reasoning —a recognized starting point being 
afforded by the destruction, in the great Carthaginian invasions of 409 and 
406 B. C., of four leading Sicilian cities, with a consequent and immediate 
cessation of their mint activity — although somewhat startling in its radical 
changes, seems so clear and conclusive as to warrant our departure from the 
logical and elsewhere accepted arrangement adopted by Dr. Head in his 
Fiistory of the Coinage of Syracuse. In this he assigns the coins of these 
two plates in large part to the Dionysian Dynasty, a period from fifteen to 
thirty years later than the dates accorded by our present arrangement. 


DEMOCRACY. 


78-85. Tetradrachm, wts. 269-263 grs. B.C. 466-425. (Pl. VI: 1-8.) Obv. 
SYPAKOSION Head of nymph to right, with varied arrangement of hair, wearing 
ear-ring and plain necklace; around, four dolphins. Rev. Quadriga to right, horses 
walking ; charioteer or horses crowned by flying Nike: plain or dotted border. 

(From the Bunbury, Hobart Smith, May, 1900, and other sales.) 


A comparison of these obverses with those already examined (Plate V) 
shows a decided increase in the size of the later heads, which have now 
clearly reached the limits possible for so small a field. In fagt tetradrachm 
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heads of the succeeding periods depart little from the standard here estab- 
lished,—occasional examples which transgress this canon, as it may be termed, 
of numismatic art, displaying a marked loss of power and dignity. The 
irregular but rhythmic curves of the sportive dolphins form a graceful and 
appropriate frame or setting, which seems to accentuate the harmonious pro- 
portions of these Syracusan portrait heads. For that such they have now 
become — idealized perhaps, but still portraits — is evident from their variety 
and realism. Just as the masters of the Renaissance, employing ofttimes 
unworthy models, yet glorified canvas and panel with the purest types of 
divine beauty, so these Syracusan artist-engravers must have found their 
true ideal of the beloved city’s protecting goddess in some noble or per- 
chance lowly maid or matron of the day, whose charming refined features 
and gracious presence would form an abiding inspiration for a race ever con- 
stant to its cult of physical beauty. 

The hair is now either confined by a single cord passed several times 
around the head, or enclosed in a net, or in a sakkos often peculiar in shape 
and ornamented with the graceful meander pattern; while in place of a 
simple round earring we find the double coil, a transitional form prevailing 
until the time of the Athenian siege. 

The reverses show little change, their exergue, however, being distin- 
guished by the absence of any emblem; Hieron’s vanquished sea-monster 
recalling far too painfully the days of tyranny to find favor in the eyes of 
this new Democracy. The quadriga, still represented by two horses fully 
drawn and two in outline, displays the same stiff dignity as in the earlier 
examples,—a feature which is the strongest argument for our attribution of 
this series to the so-called Transitional Period, since many of the heads show 
a dignity and a fineness of modelling which are unsurpassed save by the 
best examples of the succeeding age of highest artistic attainment. Nike, 
who still proffers her wreath — not now, nor indeed ever again, in symbolism 
of Olympic victory, but always of the increased power and grandeur of Syra- 
cuse — begins to float with an airy grace hitherto unknown, and suggestive, 
if but faintly, of her future perfection. 


The decade following the year 425 B. C. was throughout all Sicily a 
period of restless uncertainty and anxious anticipation, since about this time 
the affairs of our turbulent island began to assume a fresh importance from 
the increased attention and threatened interference on the part of those great 
States of Hellas, which the Peloponnesian War had already divided into two 
irreconcilably hostile parties. Certain smaller Sicilian cities, such as Leon- 
tinoi and Segesta, hopeless of recovering their rights or retaining their liber- 
ties by the power of their unaided arm, bethought them of long forgotten 
but now gladly revived ties of consanguinity or of simple alliance with the 
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mother country; so that the Leontine cry for aid to Athens, now in the full 
tide of her imperial greatness, and both ready and willing to extend her 
dominion in the West as she had already so gloriously done in the Aegean 
Sea, was met by an immediate response. First a small, then a larger fleet 
was sent to aid the allied Chalkidic cities, at that time fiercely attacked by the 
Syracusan league; but no result was accomplished, and the wise influence 
of the great Hermokrates at length obtained a peace, of short duration 
indeed, as it was soon broken by the Leontines. Thus, with alternations of 
uncertain peace and petty warfare, passed a few unimportant years, until the 
quarrel regarding boundaries arose between Segesta and Selinous, which 
was to have such lasting results on the future of Sicily, of Hellas, and indeed 
of the entire Greek world. The alliance then concluded with Segesta, owing 
to the more than Greek craft of the Segestaians, and the brilliant, deceitful 
diplomacy of Alkibiades, swept the Athenians along in a wild wave of enthu- 
siasm which found expression in the dispatch of their first great armament 
against Syracuse in the spring of 415 B. C. 


DEMOCRACY 


86. Tetradrachm, wt. 264 grs. B.C. 425-415. (PI. VI:9.) Obv. YPAKOSION 
Head of nymph to left, wearing earring and plain necklace ; hair bound with cord, a 


few tresses flying loose; around, four dolphins. Rev. Quadriga to left, horses gallop- 
ing in step; charioteer crowned by flying Nike; in exergue, dolphin pursuing fish. 


(From the Evans sale.) 


_ 
« 


7. Tetradrachm, wt. 263 grs. B.C. 425-415. (Pl. VI: 10.) Obv. SYPAKOSION 


Similar to last but with hair rolled; engraver’s signature EY. Rev. Similar to last, 
but engraver’s signature EY; in exergue, two dolphins : border of dots. 


These tetradrachms are the handiwork of Eumenes, the earliest of that 
group of great artist-engravers, who were for half a century to beautify the 
coinage of Syracuse and Sicily, and whose position of accepted prominence is 
attested, as already mentioned, by the custom of placing, on noble and char- 
acteristic productions, their signatures either in full or in recognized abbrevia- 
tion. 

It has often been shown that all forms of art, besides being creations of 
the purely inventive faculty, are to a certain extent imitative and eclectic. 
The truth of this axiom is displayed with especial clearness in such a series 
as this—coins being considered as miniature bas-reliefs—where we may 
trace in successive examples the gradual changes toward higher development, 
and see how the truly artistic elements of a composition were preserved and 
emphasized and sublimated until their most perfect expression was attained. 
Each engraver of merit had however his mannerisms of design and treatment, 
which produced a style peculiar to himself and now easily recognized with a 
little study and practice. Thus the heads of Eumenes show a distinct depart- 
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ure from those of the period immediately preceding. In size slightly smaller, 
without elaborate head covering, the hair being rolled and flat on the top of 
the head, or, as in the rarer first instance, No. 9, a few tresses flying loose 
from beneath a confining cord, they continue the realism already introduced 
and show evidences of the marked individualism of a master, an originator, 
the founder of a school —literally as well as figuratively, for in the apyupoxoreiov 
of Eumenes it seems probable that his great successors Euainetos and Euklei- 
das were apprenticed to their art. 


But it is on the reverse side that Eumenes’ inventive powers really 
exhibit their full strength. The conventional artifice hitherto employed for 
the representation of a quadriga is cast aside, and we see four distinct steeds, 


still advancing in step but at a gallop, and with their legs carefully distin- 
cuished, even to stiffness; a notable departure, which was to lead the way in 
the skillful hands of Eumenes’ greater pupils to a varied, animated and yet 
well-balanced group. The charioteer too has ceased to be a mere automaton, 
and seems to take a lifelike interest in urging on his steeds with whip and 
gesture. The initials Ey give us the earliest form used by this engraver for 
his signature. 


DEMOCRACY. 


88. Tetradrachm, wt. 265 grs. B.C. 425-415 (Pl. VI: 11.) Obv.. SYPAKOSION 
Similar to last; but engraver’s signature EYMENOY. Rev. Quadriga to right, horses 
galloping, flying Nike bearing tablet, on which EYAINETO; in exergue, two dolphins : 
border of dots. 

89. Tetradrachm, wt. 267 grs. B. C. 425-415 (Pl. VI: 12.) “Obv. Similar to last, 
but signature EY. Rev. Similar to last, but flying Nike crowning charioteer ; and in 
exergue, chariot-wheel. 


These obverses continue to show all the characteristics of Eumenes’ 
finer work, while the former of the two is signed with the full genitive form 
which determines the correct spelling of his name, at one time a matter 
of doubt. 

But, as before, it is in the reverses of these two coins that we are struck 
by the great advance made in coin art, and realize how immeasurably superior 
to the master was the pupil; for this is our first meeting with the work of 
Euainetos, admittedly the greatest coin engraver of the world’s history. 

The freedom, boldness and yet delicacy of design displayed by these two 
quadrigas make us at once feel that the Transitional Period has closed and 
that we have entered finally upon the Period of Finest Art. Each horse, 
exquisitely modelled, dashes forward with independent and yet harmonious 
action, exerting such vigor and power as to need the restraining hand of a 
skilled charioteer to prevent mishap; which indeed could not, it would seem, 
always be avoided, as is shown by a minute but interesting detail, which, 
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appearing on both designs, gives them an element of genuine sensationalism. 
This is the broken and entangled rein, clearly visible beneath the feet of each 
farthest horse, while in the exergue of No. 12 a prostrate chariot-wheel 
shows the nature of the impending accident, one which must often have been 
witnessed in the hippodrome, when in a final mad rush the contestants were 
nearing the goal. 

The horses’ legs have now assumed their natural independence of posi- 
tion, and Nike hovers with truly refined delicacy and grace. It must be con- 
fessed, however, that the tablet device here adopted by Euainetos for display- 
ing his name produces a theatrical effect, unworthy of so great an artist, and 
that the use of the exergual line for his signature, as on some examples of 
No. 12, is in far better taste and more in consonance with artistic dignity. 


DEMOCRACY. 

go. Tetradrachm, wt. 267 grs. B.C. 420-415. (Pl. VI: 13.) Obv. 2YPAKOSION 
Head of Persephone to left, wearing earring and plain necklace, hair bound with 
wreath of barley and poppy; around, four dolphins ; engraver’s signature ¢PYIIAAO8. 
Rev. Quadriga to right, horses galloping and driven by winged youth whom flying 
Nike crowns; in exergue, Skylla to right, bearing trident and pursuing fish; en- 
graver’s signature EYO : border of dots. 

(From the Bunbury sale.) 


In this head, the earliest example of the engraver Phrygillos, we find 
increased artistic excellence, and recognize a distinct advance in comparison 
with the work of his predecessor, or, as he may have been for a certain 
period, his contemporary Eumenes. Phrygillos, according to Mr. R. S. 
Poole, is the only coin engraver whose signature is found also on a gem, 
and evidences of his familiarity with this sister branch of the glyptic art are 
found in the sharpness and delicacy of finish so apparent in his heads; 
these therefore display a peculiar character, lying it is true in the farthest 
remove from the domain of sculpture and yet possessing a strong individual 
charm. 

His creative genius gives us as well a new personage for a Syracusan 
type. Hitherto the nymph Arethousa has had undisputed sway in the coin- 
age of this city, but Phrygillos here first presents a head of Persephone, the 
true and abiding tutelary goddess of Syracuse and of all Sicily; whether 
she figures as innocent Kore the maiden, a fresh, sensitive, light-hearted girl, 
loving to sport with her comrades on the violet-carpeted meadows of Henna; 
or as the dread queen of the Shades, after that fatal day on which, ruthlessly 
torn away by savage Aidoneus, in spite of bitter tears and lamentations, she 
was forced to become his consort, and gravely to pass sentence of reward or 
punishment upon departed souls. In this instance she is distinguished by 
her wreath, in which are intertwined the seed of a poppy — tbe baleful flower 
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of sleep and death—and an ear of barley, which, hidden half the year in 
the bosom of mother earth and shooting forth for the same length of time 
in the free air of heaven, always, to the allegory-loving Greek, symbolized 
Persephone’s two-fold life, equally divided between the gloomy abode of her 
husband, the ruler of Hades, and those clear splendors where dwelt the 
Olympic gods. 

The reverse introduces still another artist-engraver, Euth—, represented 
by this type alone, and whose full name is therefore only a matter of con- 
jecture. His treatment, exemplifying the transition from the stiffness of 
Eumenes to the bold freedom of Euainetos already discussed, imparts to his 
steeds a shade of their old-time conventional aspect; while the introduction 

‘a winged youth or daimon, Nike-crowned, as charioteer, should symbolize 

supposed supernatural aid in some great victory. We can, of course, make 
no positive assertion in this respect, or with regard to the new accessory type 
in the exergue, which may be only an elaboration of the foregoing simpler 
exergual designs, and may, like them, symbolize the maritime situation of 
Syracuse. Yet we must recollect that this coin was minted soon after the 
attempts — wholly unsuccessful both in diplomacy and arms—of Athens to 
destroy Syracusan supremacy in Sicilian affairs; and it may be thought no 
fanciful interpretation which would consider this coin an echo of the civic 
rejoicing over such discomfiture of their enemy. 

The special nature of our subject does not permit us to examine in 
detail the celebrated siege of Syracuse, which, entered upon by Athens 
in 415 B. C., ostensibly for the sole purpose of succoring her ally, distant 
Segesta, became as it were a turning point in the life of two great States; for 
with the final defeat of the Athenians commences the gradual but steady 
downfall of the imperial greatness of Athens, and with the final victory of 
the Syracusans commences that rapid and continuous development of Syra- 
cuse which was to culminate in the far-reaching power and dominion of 
Dionysios. 

For the first year fortune smiled upon the invaders, who maintained so 
close a blockade that the great city was really on the point of capitulating, 
and the war seemed finished. But such easy success engendered scorn and 
carelessness in the hearts of the besiegers, and they now allowed, as a matter 
of slight importance, a single ally of Syracuse with a small relieving force to 
slip past them into the city. But this new and almost solitary leader was 
Gylippos the Spartan, an able, skillful general, whose energetic, aggressive 
measures at once gave a different aspect to affairs. On the Athenian side, 
meanwhile, Alkibiades had been banished and another general slain, leaving 
only Nikias, a tried commander indeed, but no longer young, in poor health, 
and of a despondent nature; so that now the result of successive skirmishes 
and battles was always an advantage for the Syracusans, where before the 











Ss AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. [JuLy, 


Athenians had easily kept the upper hand. Nor was this the case on land 
alone ; for in the sea fights, in which Athenian supremacy had up to that time 
been universally acknowledged, the Syracusan sailors, taught by captains 


from the mother city of Corinth, with their vessels rebuilt and specially 
armored for contests in the narrow waters of the harbor, and themselves 
inspired by the continued success of their comrades on land, first held their 
own, and then in several general engagements either carried off the victory’ 
or so crippled the enemy as to prevent his giving any assistance to his land 
forces, also engaged and suffering for want of such support. Thus fight after 
fight on land and sea resulted only in defeat for the invaders, whom Tyche, 
their ever fortunate goddess, seemed to have deserted. 

The arrival of a fresh armament under a new general, although tempora- 
rily encouraging for the Athenians, produced no permanent advantage, and 
at last nothing was left for the forty thousand besiegers but to confess with 
shame their utter failure, to leave their camp, their unburied dead, their 
wounded comrades, and to retreat into the interior, whence some friendly city 
could be reached. But everything fought against them, even heaven itself — 
a total eclipse of the moon, always considered an evil portent in those days of 
scientific ignorance, preventing their departure while yet possible. One way 
of escape after another was tried and found impracticable, and at last seven 
thousand men, the sole survivors of a pitiless eight days’ slaughter, surren- 
dered, to be driven like cattle, with blows and bonds and curses, into the 
stone quarries of Syracuse, the surest and most cruel of prisons. 


DEMOCRACY. 
gt. Tetradrachm, wt. 262 grs. B.C. 413. (Pl. VI: 14.) Obv. €YPAKQSION 
Head of nymph Arethousa to left, wearing earring and plain necklace; hair confined 
by sphendone ornamented with stars, and on ampyx engraver’s signature PY ; around, 
four dolphins. Rev. Quadriga to left, horses galloping and driven by Persephone 
bearing torch and crowned by flying Nike ; in exergue, ear of barley. 
(From the Bunbury sale.) 


Another example of Phrygillos, and we find that he has now chosen for 
his theme the type so familiar to the Syracusan engraver, and has in his turn 
given us a head of Arethousa, the nymph of the fountain. 

Comparing this latest production of our coin-artist with his preceding 
example, we at once recognize the full-blown flower as opposed to the simple 
bud; the work of his years of ripe maturity and power as distinguished from 
efforts of earlier days, when his style had not yet acquired firmness and con- 
fidence. A masterpiece such as this, displaying both boldness of design and 
delicacy of treatment in its perfect proportion, its clear-cut, high-bred features 
and its tender, winning charm of expression, should surely place Phrygillos 
by the side of those great masters, Euainetos and Kimon. 
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Phrygillos worked during the period of epigraphic transition, when the 
new Ionic letter Q was being introduced to represent long 0, and it is an 
amusing misappreciation of its true value which makes him in the inscription 
substitute Q for the short instead of the long 0, and write =YPAKQSION instead 
of YPAKO3ZIQN. 

The reverse presents yet another of the rich list of Syracusan die- 
engravers —although this particular example is not signed — being a pro- 
duction from the hand of Euarchidas, evidently, from the marked variety and 
freedom in the action of his horses, a leading member of this coterie of truly 
great coin-artists. Persephone bears a torch, one of her symbols as goddess 
of the realms of night, while another of her distinguishing signs, an ear of 
barley, appears in the exergue. 

But the great interest of this coin lies in its symbolical and commem- 
orative character, which was first pointed out by Professor Salinas, the dis- 
tinguished and learned director of the Palermo Museum. In our brief sketch 
of the Athenian siege of Syracuse we found that from a condition of accepted 
inferiority the Syracusans, having gradually acquired, by drill and various 
devices, a superiority over the Athenians in naval evolution, had been vic- 
torious in several severe sea engagements. The culminating point of success 
may be said to have been reached in the last and fiercest naval battle of the 
war, that of September 9, B. C. 413, when the Athenian seamen, taking on 
board their ships as many of the heavy-armed soldiers as could well be 
carried, made a last determined effort to break through the chains, the 
pointed piles and the solid line of vessels with which the Syracusans had 
closed their harbor-mouth. This attempt was as manfully resisted by the 
latter, inspired by the thirst for vengeance against the hated invaders of their 
native land, while the Athenians were animated by the realization that by 
victory alone could they hope to escape death or slavery. 

A truly mortal contest it was in this confined space where trireme 
crashed into trireme, each perchance with heavy beak disabling or sinking 
its opponent; where the javelins of the darters, the arrows of the bowmen, 
the missiles of the slingers, wrought carnage on either side ; where a hand- 
to-hand struggle on galleys locked together by special grappling irons would 
surge first into one and then into the other; and where every manceuver of 
success or failure, easily discernible in this clear air, unclouded by the smoke 
of a modern engagement, was applauded or mourned by the Athenian land 
forces and the women, children, and old men of Syracuse, all anxious specta- 
tors of the event. At last, after hours of conflict, enthusiasm and confidence 
prevailed over discouragement and despair, such Athenian ships as had es- 
caped destruction were hurriedly rowed ashore that their surviving crews might 
escape, and on this day sacred to Herakles, the city’s peculiar deity, victory 
again rested with the Syracusans, a victory so final and overwhelming that it 
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may be said to have ended the war; for there could no longer be, on the part 
of the disheartened Athenians, any thought of escape by sea, while the fatal 
results of their attempt to withdraw by land we have already seen. 

It is, then, this victorious achievement which is commemorated by the 
onward rush of the goddess of Henna and Syracuse, as she guides her 
speeding chariot and bears aloft her flaming torch to symbolize the complete 
destruction of the hostile fleet. Nike, floating lightly towards the divine 
charioteer, presents with her right hand a crown of victory, and with her left 
another emblem —an unusual but yet unmistakable one — which should be 
carefully noted, as having inspired the happy conjecture of Professor Salinas. 
It is without doubt an aplustre, the graceful ornament which, as a kind of 
naval standard, curved upward and forward from a vessel’s stern, and was 
usually removed by captors, to be borne off in token of triumph. So that 
its presence here naturally symbolizes a great sea victory. 

This explanation being accepted, as seems reasonable, the date of our 
coin is thus positively established, and the importance of its evidence as to 
the exact period when this style of numismatic art prevailed cannot be over- 
estimated. It forms with another valuable and magnificent specimen, shortly 
to be examined, a definite point from which to make an accurate chronologi- 


cal classification of the wide artistic variations displayed on coins. 
{To be continued. ] 





AN UNDESCRIBED VERNON. 


[See Plate.] 
Editors of the Journal: — 

A Boston collector has in his cabinet an unusually excellent impression of one 
of the Vernon medals, which differs from any that I can find described, by Mr. 
Appleton in the Journal, or Mr. Betts in his “Colonial Medals.” It is in very sharp, 
almost or quite proof condition ; the metal is gilt, but is probably copper or pinchbeck, 
the alloy said to have been invented by a man of that name, who flourished in the 
latter half of the eighteenth century, perhaps too late for most of the Vernon medals, 
though I have seen it stated that the use of the alloy for those and similar pieces — 
game counters and the like — was very profitable to Pinchbeck, and that this use 
began with Vernon medals. However this may be, this piece is quite as brilliant as 
the famous pinchbeck, which is said to have closely resembled gold. 

The obverse shows the Admiral at three-quarters length, in a standing posture, 
facing, his right hand on his hip and his left holding a truncheon ; he wears a military 
or naval uniform, the coat open and showing a high-cut, long waistcoat, with his belt 
and buckle, and the sword-hilt partly concealed by the coat; he has the full, curling 
wig of the period, long cuffs reaching to the elbow, and a suggestion of a ruffle at the 
wrist of the left hand. The minuteness of this description is perhaps needless; but 
so few of these very common pieces are in anything but fair condition, that the details 
cannot often be made out so clearly as on the medal under notice, and I have thought 
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it might be of interest to Vernon collectors to have them. A ship with sails spread, 
a lantern high upon the poop, six round port-holes on the side, is sailing to the right ; 
above it is a fort with steeple and flag to right, over which, on the field, A view * | OF ° 
FORT ‘ | CHAGRE the last two letters over the flag, and the period after view touching 
in HIS in the legend. On the left of the field a conventional tree, with its branches 
all waving towards the victorious Admiral, fills the space. Legend, vice * AD:RL’° 
OF THE BLEW & COM-ER ‘IN CHIEF * OF ALL HIS * MAI: SHIPS IN THE WEST INDIES In 
exergue, in two lines, THE HON: EDWARD | VERNON * ESQ 

The reverse is in equally fine condition with that of the obverse, showing the 
harbor, with six ships all sailing to right, in three lines, one, two, and three, but one 
in the third line is lower than the other two; a fort and batteries in the bay, a castle 
on each point, on which I observe what I do not recall on any previous Vernon I have 
examined, viz.: a disproportionate head of one of the defenders is shown on the top 
of each; the town has three steeples —if a square structure on the left can be called 
a steeple — the second one is surmounted by a cross on a ball, and the third, pointed, 
separates the words PORTO and BELLO of the legend: in the bay, behind the central 
fort, are four small boats, but there are none outside, as we sometimes find ; nearly all 
the houses, like the famous structures of Albany, present their gable ends to the 
observer. Legend (which begins to read at the top), PORTO BELLO * TAKEN BY AD- 
MIRAL VERNON * WITH SIX MEN OF WAR ONLY ‘ NOV ‘ 22 * ANNO DOM * 1739 ° 

I have carefully compared the descriptions of the numerous Vernons in Betts, 
which include, I think, all those previously described by Mr. Appleton in the Journal, 
but I can find none which exactly conforms to this; I therefore believe it is new to 
collectors. The size is 25, slightly larger than Betts, 278, which differs in punctua- 
tion as well as size, and has an entirely different reverse, but the figure of Vernon 
is much as described above. I should have noted that the line separating the obverse 
exergue is corded, as on Betts, 277, and that there is no line between the legends and 
the devices. WiC 

Boston, June 26, 1901. 





A NEW ROMAN EMPEROR. 


The last number of the Revue Belge de Numismatique gives another testimony to the aid 
which coins render to history: by a recent “coin-find” a new name is added to the list of 
those who bore for a brief period the title of Augustus in the declining days of the Roman 
Empire, but one until now unknown to historians as having obtained that fleeting honor. 
It says :— 

A piscovery of great historical and numismatic value has recently been made 
in France, by M. Felix Chaillou, on his property in Cleons, in the Gallo-Roman canton 
Vertou (Department of the Lower Loire). He has found a terra-cotta vase containing 
more than 1,300 coins of the epoch of the later emperors; among them is a small 
bronze piece, of which a description follows : 

Obverse, IMP. C. DOMITIANVS P. F. AVG. Bearded and radiated bust to the right, 
wearing a cuirass. 

Reverse, CONCORDIA MILITVM. Concord standing, to the left, holding a patera 
in her right hand, and a horn of plenty in her left. 

As will be seen, this piece has reference to an emperor new to history, contem- 
poraneous with Gallienus and Tetricus. According to the account of Trebellius 
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Pellio (Lives of the Thirty Tyrants: XJ), this Domitianus claimed to belong to the 
family of the Emperor Domitian, and to be descended from Domitilla, the sister of 
that ruler. As lieutenant of Aurelius, and general of Gaul, he won popularity with 
his army by an important victory over Macrianus, in Illyria, on the frontier of Thrace, 
but neither text nor monument has hitherto been found to prove that he assumed the 
purple. This little bronze, discovered at Cleons, has now placed this beyond doubt, 
and it seems to attest that the army proclaimed the new Augustus in Gaul between 
the years 262 and 272. 


“IMMUNIS COLUMBIA” OF 1786, WITH EAGLE REVERSE. 


Editors of the Journal: — 

A.LLow me to offer for illustration in the /owrna/, a Colonial now in my collection, 
adding some comments on the piece which may possibly prove of interest to advanced 
collectors. Regarding the illustrations, I note that the obverse has previously been 
illustrated by Mr. H. P. Smith, in his Maris sale catalogue, June, 1886, in which he 
stated that the coin did not belong to Dr. Maris, but was placed in the catalogue by 
his consent. In this connection, I would add that the late Dr. Maris once made a 
remark to me to this effect: “Is it likely I should have allowed a piece in my sale 
that was in any way suspicious, without noting that fact?”’ As only a limited edition 
of the Plate Catalogue of the Maris sale was issued, comparatively few collectors of 
the present day can avail themselves of the use of this illustration. The reverse 
has never before been illustrated, to my knowledge. The present illustration is 
therefore likely to assist in bringing this coin to the notice of many who do not know 
of its existence. 


The piece in question is the Immunis Columbia of 1786, with “eagle reverse,” 
so described to distinguish it from the well-known Immunis Columbia of 1786 with 
shield reverse, commonly known as the New Jersey Immunis (Maris 3-C). It has 
already been described in the Journal; and as the general description by this master 
hand, which can never again furnish his ever-welcome contributions, is so accurate 
and comprehensive, and also as a means of easy reference to his communication, I copy 
the late Dr. Maris’s original article, which appeared in the American Journal of 
Numismatics, October, 1885, Vol. XX, No. 2, page 40: 


IMMUNIS COLUMBIA: A NEW VARIETY. 


Recently I was shown a lot of Colonials, all in copper, and with the exception of three 
Vermont Cents, the product of one pair of dies, they were all different. There were sixteen 
pieces in all, and they were alleged to have come from a Vermonter whose father had been 
their owner back into the days of auld lang syne. 

They were nearly all very good to fine as regards condition, and several were uniform 
in color. The lot embraced three varieties of the Immunis Columbia. One was dated 1787, 
and is given in Crosby, plate viii, No. 8, also figure 61, page 320. Another was the New Jersey 
Immunis Columbia, dated 1786, and represented in Crosby, plate vii, No. 17, also figure 58, 
page 318. The third was dated 1786,— the obverse similar to the New Jersey Immunis, but 
from a different die. The reverse was in general design like that of the 1787 Immunis. The 
principal points of difference are: the bundle of arrows and olive branch in the eagle’s talons 
are reversed ; that is, the arrows are in the right, the branch in the left talons; the eagle’s 
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neck and body are thin and narrow; the wings are more rounded at the second joint, and the 
right has more feathers in the new variety than in the ’87; the tail also has seven instead of 
four feathers, as in the other coin. The date and letters of the legends are exactly like those 
on some of the 1786 New Jerseys. I was struck by the very close resemblance in these par- 
ticulars, and also in the size and shape of the planchet, to the particular coin which in “ The 
Coins of New Jersey” I have described as No. 15. J. The two pieces must have come from 
the same mint and from dies made by the same pair of hands. I am not aware that the new 
piece has ever been described hitherto by any numismatist. 
Philadelphia, June 7, 1885. E. Maris. 


The “pair of hands” mentioned above by Dr. Maris, as making the dies, were 
probably those of James F. Atlee, a die-sinker of the period, whose work can be traced 
by certain peculiarities of the letters of the legends, particularly by the defects in the 
letters A, N and P (made by punches), imperfect or broken, mentioned by Mr. Crosby. 
We can, I think, safely assume that he was the maker of many Colonial pattern 
dies, namely, the “George Clinton,’ Non Vi,” and several others, and also some of 
the New Jersey, Vermont and Connecticut Cents. 

My attention has occasionally been called to attacks upon the genuineness of 
this piece, made by a well-known dealer, who, whether from ignorance or some other 
cause best known to himself, went so far as to assert that Dr. Maris believed the 
piece to be false! I submit, therefore, the following testimonials received by me from 
gentlemen universally recognized as numismatists of expert ability, in order that the 
numismatic public may decide as to the truth of such statements, and that the authen- 
ticity of the piece may be established beyond possibility of question. 

As Dr. Maris has been quoted as doubting the genuine character of the coin, his 


opinion may well be the first one cited. The originals of all the following letters are 
open to your inspection : 
Boston, July 13, 1901. Tuomas HALL. 


PHILADELPHIA, 5/15, °96. 
DEAR FRIEND Dr. THOMAS HALL: 
The Immunis Columbia 1786, with eagle reverse, formerly the property of Benjn. Titus of Trenton, 
I have always regarded as belonging to the Colonial period, and the workmanship of the same artist that 
furnished many of the New Jersey issues of the same period. I have never had a doubt on the subject. 
Very truly, 
Epwp. Maris. 


BOsTON, Jan. 23, 1896. 
Dr. HALL: 

Dear Sir,—I have examined the Immunis Columbia 1786, as you desired, and see no reason to 
doubt its genuineness. I compared it critically with the ‘‘ Immunis of 1787,” the ‘‘ George Clinton,” 
‘Non Vi,” ‘‘ Liber Natus,” ‘‘ Neo Eboracus,” and other pieces held by collectors in high esteem, and 
think that if either of those is genuine, this also is so, for they all bear evidence of the work of the same 
hand. I consider the piece, if of only equal rarity with those I have named, would deserve to be equally 
valued ; but being, probably, unique, it should be o /ess desirable than the rarest of them. You are to 


be congratulated on being the possessor of so interesting a specimen. 
Yours enviously, 


S. S. Crossy. 


Boston, Mar. 12, 1896. 
Dr. THomas HALL: 
Dear Sir,— At your request I have carefully examined your Immunis Columbia of 1786, with 
eagle reverse, giving special attention to the fact that a certain party had asserted the piece to be a 
fabrication of the period. I find nothing to warrant this assertion: the piece appears to me of the same 
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character of workmanship as the other Colonials of this class. I made an unsuccessful attempt to pro- 
cure this specimen for my cabinet, some years ago; had I obtained it I should have considered it one of 
the gems of my Colonial Series, and am pleased that it has finally come into your possession, where its 
rarity and value will be fully appreciated. 
Yours truly, 
663 Massachusetts Av. L. G. PARMELEE. 


Leg, MaAss., Mar. 12, 1896. 
Dr. THOMAS HALL: 


Dear Sir,— Your favor of the 7th inst. relating to the Immunis Columbia of 1786, with eagle 
reverse, which | saw recently at your home, is duly received. I remember your calling attention to the 
fact that certain persons had declared this piece a *‘ fabrication of the period,” and examined the speci- 
men for that purpose. Failing to find a trace of suspicion, allow me to add my testimony to its genuine- 
ness in every particular, so far as my knowledge and experience permit me to judge. Congratulating you 
upon the acquisition of so rare and valuable a Colonial, I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
DEWITT S. SMITH. 


NEw YorK City, Apr. 27, 1896. 
Dr. THOMAS HALL: 


Dear Doctor, —We take pleasure in here stating that the two Immunis Columbia Cents, 1786 and 
1787, submitted to us for examination by you, are undoubtedly the work of the same die-sinkers, and the 
letter punches used are identical in both pieces; and when one considers the fact of the zmpossibility of 
copying such letters exactly, we do not see how any person, however small their knowledge of numis- 
matics may be, could doubt the genuineness of your 1786 Immunis with eagle reverse. It would be 
more from jealousy or spite, than from knowledge of the subject in hand, to cast suspicion on such a 
coin. Truly yours, 

DAVID PROSKEY. 


108 East 14TH ST., NEW York, Apr. 28, 1896. 

I have carefully examined the 1786 Immunis Columbia with eagle rev., owned by Dr. Thomas 

Hall of Boston, and take pleasure in stating that in my opinion the piece is perfectly authentic, and above 
all possible suspicion of doubt. Ep. FROSSARD. 





A FRANKLIN TOKEN. 
Editors of the Journal: — 

Tue following piece —a local Token or “ Store-card” of a Boston institution — 
may also be classified with the Franklin pieces, so many of which were described in 
the Journal a number of years ago. It has no special merit as a work of numismatic 
art, but its interest to collectors of Franklin pieces, or of “cards,’’ seems to render it 
worth describing in your pages : — 

Obverse, Clothed bust of Franklin in profile, to the left ; he wears the familiar 
fur cap, which is sometimes called the “ Master Printer’s badge.” Legend, BENJAMIN 
on the left, and FRANKLIN on the right. The dates, 1706 (of birth) and 1790 (of 
death), on the left and right, are added at the beginning and end of the other portions 
of the legend,—the bottom of these figures outward, or just the reverse of the 
position of the letters. A double circle surrounds the field. 

Reverse, Inscription in six lines: FRANKLIN | SAVINGS BANK | 6 PARK SQUARE | 
BOSTON | INCORPORATED | 1861 Enclosed by a double circle similar to that on the 
obverse. 

Aluminum, not burnished. Size, 20 very nearly, American scale. 

It seems to have been used as an advertisement or business card of the institu- 
tion named. R. 
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THE MEDALS, JETONS, AND TOKENS ILLUSTRATIVE OF T 
SCIENCE OF MEDICINE. 


BY DR. HORATIO R. STORER, NEWPORT, R. I. 





{Continued from Vol. XXXV, page 111.] 
Again there are additions to the preceding lists. 
I. CANADA. A. Personal. 


Dr. Thomas Smith Wood ( ), of ; 

1624. Obdverse. Within circle the arms of Bishop’s College; argent, a Latin 
cross gules: crest, a bishop’s mitre. Motto, upon a plicated band: RECTI CULTUS 
PECTORA ROBORANT Above: MEDICINAE | MONTE-REGIO Below: FACULTAS Inscrip- 
tion: EPISCOPI COLLEGII DE | (rosette) LENNOXVILLE (rosette) 

Reverse. Within circle and below: ADJUDICATUM Inscription: IN MEMORIAM | 
(rosette) THOMAS SMITH WOOD (rosette) 

28. 44mm. Edges beaded. I owe impressions to Mr. R. W. McLachlan of 
Montreal. 





B. 1. Medical Colleges. 


Medical Department of Bishop’s College, Lennoxville. (University of Bishop’s 
College, Montreal.) 

Besides Nos. 6, 7 and 8, see the preceding. 

Medical Department of Laval University, Quebec. 

(126.) In a footnote to No. 49 I stated, upon the authority of Mr. R. W. 

McLachlan, that the coat of arms of Laval University contained the staff of Aescu- 
lapius as indicative of its department of medicine, and suggested that Dr. Joseph 
Le Roux of Montreal had erred in using upon his tokens, Nos. 49, 50 and 51, the 
caduceus of Mercury within his own shield as indicating that he was a graduate 
of Laval. The foliowing medal, which it is unnecessary to number, shows this 
lainly. 
. rn Within circle and between palm branches, a shield irradiated above. 
In its quarters, a cross, open book, scales, and staff of Aesculapius (Theology, Litera- 
ture, Law, and Medicine). Motto: DEO * FAVENTE ‘HAUD‘ PLURIBUS *IMPAR. In- 
scription : UNIVERSITE LAVAL | QUEBEC 

Reverse. Laurel branches, tied by ribbon. Above, between palm branches, a 
shield bearing an open book. Inscription: PRIX DE POESIE FRANCAISE 

Bronze. 25. 40mm. In the collection of the American Numismatic and Arch- 
aeological Society. 

V. THE UNITED STATES. A. Personal. 
Surgeon Isaac Israel Hayes, U. S. A. (1832-1881), of New York. 
His name appears upon the large medal of Dr. E. K. Kane, No. 115. 


B. 2. Hospitals. 

Nurses’ Guild of St. Barnabas. 

1625. Like No. 721, save that the fields are open, and the cross suspended 
within the beaded circle, touching merely at its four extremities. 

Bronze. 15x18. 23x28mm. With loop and ring. In the collection of the 
American Numismatic and Archaeological Society. 

Ambulance Corps, New York National Guard. 

Besides No. 621, there is 

1626. Obdverse. Within field the Geneva cross of red enamel, raised and with 
fluted irradiations. Above, upon band: PROMPT AID — TO THE — INJURED Below, 
crossed palm branches united by band, on which: N*G‘N‘Y° 

Reverse. BLACK, STARR & FROST .N. Y. | 51 

Bronze. Star-shaped, with eight points. 24. 37mm. With pin attachment. In 
the Boston collection. 
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F. 2. Jrregular Practitioners. 
1627. Obverse. CONSULT | DR. DARBY | BOSTON 
Silver. Counterstamped upon City of Mexico two-reals of 1778. Possibly this 
piece may be unique. Schulman Catalogue, Amersfoort, March, 1901, No. 397. In 
the Boston collection. 





F. 3. Pharmacists. 
Besides Nos. 971, 972, there is the following. 
1628. Obverse. 1121 | BROADWAY |N—y. Inscription: CASWELL, MASSEY & 
co | x (incused.) 
Reverse. As that of No. 972. 
Plated. 16. 25mm. Edges milled. In the collection of the American Numis- 
matic and Archaeological Society. 


VI. GREAT BRITAIN. A. Personal. 


Dr. Jean Paul Marat (1743-1793). 

As Marat had the degree of M. D. from the University of St. Andrew’s, and prac- 
ticed for a time in England, he is properly mentioned here. His return to France, 
however, necessitates the classing of his medals with those of that country. 


Joseph Miller ( ), of London? Wrote Botanicum officinale, etc., London, 1772. 

1629. Obverse. Head of Minerva, to left. Upon the helmet, an oak wreath and 
the Belgian lion breaking its chain. Beneath: vEyrRAT F. Exergue, an angel’s head, 
the mintmark of Brussels. 

Reverse. Within wreath of flowers and fruit: 50° ANNIVERSAIRE DE L’INDE- 
PENDANCE NATIONALE | — | EXPOSITION | D’HORTICULTURE | — | BRUXELLES | 22 
yuILuiet | 1880 Inscription: LINNE * BAUHIN * TOURNEFORT * MILLER * JUSSIEU * LA 
MARCK ° GESNER * ' 

Bronze. 32. 50mm. Edge of obverse beaded. Revue belge de numismatique, 
1886, p. 504. In the Boston collection. 


VII. HOLLAND. A. Personal. 

Dr. Arn. Flor. Jos. Ingen Housz (1812- ), of Breda. 

1630. Obverse. Two shields, wreathed with oak and laurel. Beneath, the order 
of knighthood of Dr. Ingen Housz. Inscription : BEGEER DOOR * DEN ‘ ECHT ‘ VEREEND* 
TE ‘ BREDA * DEN * 4 APRIL 1847 

Reverse. Within wreath of laurel and oak: D® ARN. FLOR. JOS, | INGEN HOUSZ | 
GEB. 2 APRIL 1812 | EN | MARIA ANNA WILH*| HOLLINGERUS— | PIJPERS | GEB. 9 DEC. 
1817 Inscription: * TER GEDACHTENIS AAN DEN 50 JARIGEN TROUWDAG I4 APRIL 1897 

Silver. 25. 40mm. T7z7dschrift etc., 1898, p. 116, No. 133. 

Jan Anthony Smits van Nieuwerkerk (1820- ), of Dordrecht. 

1631. Obdverse. Two armorial shields, of the families of Smits and Bouvy. Be- 
neath, two leaves of palm. J. E(LION). 

Reverse. JAN ANTHONY | SMITS VAN NIEUWERKERK | GEB, DEN 6 OCTOBER 1820, 
SECRET — RENTM.— V. H. GENEESK : GEST. V. KRANKZINNIGEN 29 SEPT. 1841 (etc., etc.) | 
EN | JACOBA PETRONELLA | DOROTHEA BOUVY | GEB. TE BERGEN IN NOORWEGEN 25 JAN. 
1820. | 1 JULI 1871 25 JAREN | TE DORDRECHT VEREENIGD. 

Silver, bronze. 26. 42mm. /d7d., 1901, p. 100, No. 187. 





The regular sequence is now resumed. 


VII. HOLLAND. B.1. Medical Colleges. (Continued.) 
Leyden. Surgeons’ Guild. 
1632. Obdverse. The Good Samaritan. Above, the city arms, a crowned shield, 
supported by lions. Below, three smaller shields. Over: G. BURGHVLIET, I. POLANEN, 
1 The other physicians mentioned upon the medal 1853), of Paris: Jean Baptiste Pierre Antoine de Monet 
are Drs. Carl von Linné (1707-1778), of Upsala; Jean de Lamarck (1744-1829), of Paris; and Conrad Gesner 


Bauhin (1541-1613), of Basle; Joseph Pitton de Tour- (1516-1565), of Zurich. 
nefort (1656-1708), of Paris; Adrien de Jussieu (1797- 
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Ww: V: HOECKE All around, surgical instruments. Beneath, a skull and crossed 
femora; under which, 1677. (Escutcheon of the guild.) 
Dirks, pl. CXLII. 


1633. Obverse. Skull and femora, not crosswise. Legend above: NOSCE TEIP- 
suM. Inscription: S * CHIRVRGICVM * LVGDVNI * BATAVOR. (fleur-de-lys.) (The seal of 
the guild, attached to the above.) 

Tbid. 


Maestricht. Surgeons’ Guild. 

1634. Obverse. Two doctors, in robes and caps, each with a book, and support- 
ing between them a five-pointed star, below which are trees. Inscription: s :cosmus. 
ET. DAMIANUS Exergue: MAESTRIGT 

Reverse. Blank. 

Lead. 28. 46mm. J/d7d., pl. XCVII, fig. 27; Revue delge, 1858, p. 413; Min- 
ard, p. 194, No. 354, fig. In the Brettauer collection. 


Do. Barber-Surgeons’ Guild. 

1635. Obverse. Within cartouche, spatula and two razors, crowned. 

Reverse. M‘*R| IAN | DE | BASER 

18. 30mm. Minard, p. 194, No. 135, fig. 

Middleburg. Surgeons’ Guild. 

1636. Obdverse. A skeleton, with hour-glass and dart. Legend: vivE ME-MOR 
LETH! Exergue, the member’s number. 

Reverse. St. Sebastian. Exergue: M. HOOFT D. L. T. 

Dirks, pl. LXII, fig. 9. 

1637. Obdverse. Within beaded circle, a skeleton as in preceding; at sides, 
16-93 ; above, the same legend. Inscription, preceded by a minute tower (the city 
arms) : D® HEER BURG™ STEVEN VOET * OVER” JOHAN BERCKMAN . DEK 

Reverse. Within beaded circle, St. Sebastian, pierced by arrows; at his feet a 
dog licking his wounds. Inscription: * AERNOUT * VAN® BEKE ‘ JOHAN EVERTSE BELS 
SAMUEL BOONE * BORG* (rosette) 

Silver, copper. 29. 45mm. /J/dzd., pl. LXII, fig. 8; Revue delge, 1858, p. 418; 
lbid., 1874, p. §5, No. 150; Minard, p. 314, No. 397, fig. 

1638. As preceding, but 1661. Dirks, 230 Méreaux, etc., p. 44, No. 150. 


1639. Odverse. Skeleton with arrow, standing upon a scroll bordered by wheat 
and a palm leaf. Between its legs, an eagle upon the city arms (a tower). Below, 
space fora number. Inscription: voOR’T CHIRVR — GIENS — GILDE 

Reverse. Five armorial shields of the dignitaries of the corporation, united by 
bands tied above. Behind them, fasces and axes. Above, 17-56. Around the large 
central shield of the Grand Dean: ALEXAN? JOH ‘HIERONHUYSSE Around the upper 
left one : ANTHONI VAN STEVENING | DEKEN Around the upper right: FRANCOIS RIT- 
SAART | OUD DEKEN Around the lower left: JacoB DE WOLF | BELEEDER. Around 
the lower right : DIRK MUS | BUSM(EESTER) 

Bronze. 29. 45mm. J/éid, pl. LXII, fig. 7; Kluyskens, II, p. 59; /did., Cat., 
p. 101, No. 39; Revue dbelge, 1858, p. 418. 


Do. Apothecaries’ Guild. 

1640. Obdverse. Within beaded circle, an ornate mortar with two pestles. Above, 
amug. At sides, two vases. Below, on scroll: 16-77 Inscription: D. H® IAN LAMP- 
SIN ‘ O® DEKEN * OMAR ‘ V * VISULIET ‘ DEKEN * MAN* SCHEPPENS * OU * DEK Above, 
a tower. 

Reverse. Within beaded circle: scales, a loaf of sugar, and a pot of conserves. 
Below, an open sack of drugs, with two forks, upon rounded base, on which the num- 
ber. Inscription: c* STEVENSEN * ET ‘ COE* * IS VAN DE SANDE * I° DRABBE * BELEDERS 
Above, a rosette. 

32. 50mm. Dirks, pl. LXIV, figs. 18-21; Minard, p. 213, No. 395, fig. In the 
Brettauer collection. 
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1641. Obverse. A mortar, etc.,as above. Inscription : OMAR * VAN * VISULIET° 
GAB" * DESERY * MICH" PILLE : JOH’ DOUTREIJN : BEL‘ 1700. Above, a rosette. 

Reverse. Scales, etc., but instead of open sack, a closed pot with the forks, and 
a label below for number (9g). Inscription: D. H®. ALEX®. DE MUNCK. OF DEK®, AB® VAN 
DEK MEER DEK™ D: H® P® VA™ ROSMAA® OY p® Above, a tower. 

Bronze. 33. 52mm. Minard, p. 213, No. 396, fig. In the Government collec- 
tion. 


Utrecht. Surgeons’ Guild. 

1642. Obverse. A man wearing bandages and tourniquet, resting upon a sur- 
geon's saw. By his side, a trephine and cautery furnace. Above, the city arms. In- 
scription, upon a scroll: SIGILLVM * COLLEGII — CHIRURGICI * TRAJECTINI Exergue: 
FERRO. ET. IGNE Edge laureated. (The seal of the guild.) 

Dirks, pl. CIII, fig. 1. 

Do. Apothecaries’ Guild. 

1643. Obverse. A shield, upon which a sun, a serpent entwining two spatulae, 
and a silk worm, between branches of laurel. Above, two lions supporting a crowned 
shield (the city arms). Beneath, a mortar and pestle. Inscription: PHARMACOPGA — 
TRAIECTINA Edge laureated. 

Reverse. Blank. 

Oval. /dzd.,, pl. CI, fig. 6. 

1644. Obverse. A shelf, upon which a pot of aloes bearing the city arms, 
syringe, gallipots, etc. Behind, a large pestle and mortar, upon which, 1664 Exergue, 
upon a scroll : OLIM MEMINISSE | JUVABIT 

Reverse. Blank, for inscription. 

Silver. 16. 25mm. J/did., pl. CI, fig. §; Revue belge, 1859, p. 75, No. 181. 
See also under Botanic Gardens. 

The following are the medals of the Dutch Medical Gardens.' 


Alkmaar. 

1645. Obverse. The city arms; two lions, erect, upon a pediment, and support- 
ing a shield bearing a castle. Above, a wreath. Inscription: HORTI MED : ALCMAR: 
SIGNUM. 

Reverse. Two pillars supporting a wreath, within which: BoTANIA Beneath, an 
Easter lily. Upon the pillars, upright : MEDICINA—PuysiIcA Outside of them: UTILE 
ET— DECORUM Exergue: CIOIOCCLXII (1762). 

30. 48mm. Minard, p. 82, No. 141, fig. 

1646. As above, but smaller. 

Lead. 22. 34mm. Dirks, pl. XVII, fig. 6; Revue belge, 1859, p. 75, No. 3. 

Amsterdam. 

1647. Obverse. Hand from clouds at right, holding a serpent, spatula, and 
laurel branch. At left : HORTUS MEDICUS 

Reverse. Two cornucopias of leaves and fruit. Above, a broad scroll for name 
and number. Below, the city arms. At each side: 16-84 

25. 40mm. (For pharmacists.) Van Orden, doc. cit., pl. I, No. 2 and pl. II, No. 
1; Dirks, pl. I, fig. 1; Revue delge, 1859, p. 84, No. 39; Neumann, No. 35241 ; Minard, 
p. 61, No. 93, fig. 

1648. As preceding, save upon obverse : HORTI MEDICI COMMISSARIUS 

Dirks, pl. XI, fig. 123. 

1649. Obverse. A vase of flowers, with city arms on front, and standing upon 
ground. On each side: 16-84 Above: HORTUS— MEDICUS 

Reverse. Blank. 

_Dirks, pl. I, fig. 2; Revue delge, 1859, p. 87, No. 46; Neumann, No. 35242; Min- 
ard, Joc. ctt., No. 94. 


1 The above were shown on admission to the gar- ent ones for physicians, surgeons, master pharmacists, 
dens and, in the case of Amsterdam, there were differ- and students in each of these branches. 
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1650. As preceding, but smaller. Vase without support. 

Brass. 19. 28mm. (For students in pharmacy.) Van Orden, pl. II, No. 2; 
Dirks, pl. I, fig. 3; Revue belge, 1859, p. 86, No. 44; Minard, p. 61, No. 94, fig. In 
the Government, Disbrow, and Boston collections. 

1651. Odverse. A vase as above, but upon a scroll. The same inscription and 
date. 

Reverse. A skeleton, with scythe, hour-glass, and tomb ; at each side, a flower. 
Inscription : COLL . M. CHIRURG. 

Dirks, pl. I, fig. 4. 

1652. Odverse. As preceding. A rosette before HorTUS. 

Reverse. As last, but without inscription. 

Silver. 25. 4omm. Van Orden, pl. II, No. 4; Dirks, pl. I, fig.6; Revue belge, 
1858, p. 386, No. 1; /dzd., 1859, p. 81; /b¢d., 1874, p. 17, No. 4; Proc. Manchester 
Num. Society, 1865, p. 46, fig.; Minard, p. 59, No. 89, fig. In the Government, Dis- 
brow, and Boston collections. 

1653. As preceding, but smaller. 

Dirks, pl. I, fig. 8. 

1654. Obverse. As preceding. 

Reverse. Within a scroll, two lions supporting the city arms. Below, a skull. 

26. 43mm. (For surgeons.) /dzd., pl. I, fig. § ; Minard, p. 60, No. 19, fig. 


1655. As preceding, but smaller. 

Dirks, pl. I, fig. 7. 

1656. As preceding, but without the lions. 

Revue belge, 1859, p. 81, No. 30. 

1657. Obverse. As reverse of No. 1654. 

Reverse. Skeleton, with scythe and hour-glass. 

(For master surgeons.) Van Orden, pl., II, No. 3; Revue delge, 1858, p. 382, 
No. 1; /did., 1859, p. 81. 

1658. Obverse. Skeleton, etc., without inscription. 

Reverse. Within scroll, the crowned city arms, without lions or skull. 

Dirks, pl. I, fig. 9. 

1659. Odverse. Skeleton with hour-glass, but without scythe, leaning upon a 
tomb. 

Reverse. A laurel wreath. 

Ibid., pl. I, fig. 10. 

1660. Odverse. As reverse of No. 1652, without inscription. 

Reverse. As reverse of No. 1654. 

Brass. 27. 44mm. Jdid., pl. 1; Neuman, No. 35244. In the Government and 
Boston collections. 

1661. As preceding, but smaller. 

Dirks, pl. I. 

1662. Odverse. As reverse of No, 1652, without inscription. 

Reverse. Blank. 
m (For students in surgery.) Van Orden, pl. II, No.6; Revue belge, 1858, p. 383, 

0. 2. 

1663. Obverse. As that of No. 1651, with rosette before HORTUS. 

Reverse. Blank. 

Dirks, pl. XI, fig. 124. 

1664. Odverse. A skeleton, with hour-glass and scythe, to left. Before it a 
grave. In background, pyramids, etc. 

Reverse. A single flowering plant in a broad vase, upon which the city arms. 
Above, a broad band. Below, an open scroll. 

lbid., pl. XI, fig. 125. 


{To be continued.) 
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AN UNDESCRIBED WASHINGTON. 


I HAVE lately seen, in the cabinet of a Boston collector, a trial impression 
in soft metal, of an unfinished die, which was apparently designed to serve 
as the obverse for a Washington-Franklin medal, or, as its size is 36, A. S., 
it may have been intended for a medallion ornament; there is, of course, no 
reverse, for the piece under notice is merely a trial or essay, and the die is 
plainly unfinished. It seems to have been unknown to Baker, as I find no 
reference to it in his admirable catalogue of Washington Medals, from which 
I conclude it was never completed for use. 

The device is that of a graceful winged female figure, flying to the 
right ; her face is turned toward the observer; in her left hand, uplifted, she 
holds a circle, which it was perhaps the intention of the engraver later to 
turn into a wreath; in her left hand she holds a ribbon which fastens together 
two small elliptical medallions, the one at the left having the bust of Frank- 
lin, and the other, one of Washington, in uniform, both in profile to the 
right; she is slightly draped, her bosom bare, and the robe which passes 
over her left shoulder partly covers her right wing ; only the top of the left 
wing is shown above the shoulder; the lower portion of her robe is fastened 
by a clasp above the right knee, and floats behind her, leaving the rest of the 
limb bare; the pose is good, and the effect of light and airy motion is well 
carried out by the treatment of the drapery. Legend, above on the left, 
FRANKLIN and on the right, WASSINGTON 

The die shows that it had not been finished when this impression was 
taken, by the lack of depth in the round of the left arm and leg,—the latter 
being almost flat; by various rough places around the figure, some of them 
showing an attempt to remove them; and further, by the outer edge of the 
little medallion of Washington, where there are to be seen, in the proper 
light, slight indications of a G and a W, as if it had been the intention of the 
artist to place the name of Washington beside his bust. 

There is little doubt, I think, that the die was engraved in France. The 
style and execution differ from that of German or American artists; the 
blunder in the name forbids the supposition that it could have been cut by 
an American or an Englishman; but perhaps the best evidence of its French 
origin is found in this very error and in the peculiar form of the W, which we 
imitate as closely as possible with type. It will be remembered by collectors 
that a similar error is found on one of the Washingtons in the Series Numis- 
matica, except that that has but one S while this has two. (See Baker, No. 
131.) On the erroneous Washington of that Serzes the W is made, as on 
the piece under notice, by two V punches, one above the other (there is no 
W in French). When the corrected piece was struck in the Serzes, the W 
was evidently made by two V punches also, but they are side by side, 
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adjoining, VV, not overlapping W, as in the two preceding pieces. (See 
Baker, 132.) 

It would be interesting to know something of the history of this die, 
and the purpose of the designer. From the error, and also from the general 
style of the piece, 1 should incline to the belief that it was struck about the 
same time as the other two, mentioned above. Thanks to the courtesy of 
the owner, I am able to give a photographic illustration of the piece, which 
is of lead, or some soft alloy of which lead appears to be the chief con- 
stituent. M. 





MEDALS OF THE GRAND ARMY. 
VI. 


THE official medals, if we may so call them, or better, perhaps, those worn by 
the Officers of the various National Encampments of the Grand Army, will next be 
described. These have often, and perhaps always, been provided by committees 
of citizens of the place in which such encampments, or meetings, have been held. 
“The National Encampment” is the governing body of the Grand Army; it consists 
of the officers, past officers of certain grades, with delegates from the various Depart- 
ment organizations in proportion to their membership,—one delegate for every 750 
members, — and a “Council of Administration,” one member of which is appointed 
from each Department. The officers are a Commander-in-chief, Senior and Junior 
Vice-Commanders, and Department Commanders ; past officers of these several grades 
are permanent members of the governing body,—a rule which has led some mem- 
bers of the Grand Army to show their dissatisfaction with the system by calling the 
governing body “ The House of Lords.” Toa Staff, composed of a Surgeon General, 
a Chaplain-in-chief, Adjutant and Assistant Adjutant Generals, Quartermaster and 
Inspector Generals, and a Judge Advocate General — seven in all—are assigned the 
duties customarily performed by such officers, when needed. 

Badges are issued to members by the Adjutant General, and to Department 
officers and representatives by the Assistant Adjutant General; these badges serve 
as admission tickets to the sessions of the body, and it is obligatory on members to 
wear them, to secure the privileges to which they are entitled. The first metal 
badge bears the date of 1883, when medals were presented by Col. William A. Hamill, 
of Georgetown, Col., to the members of the Seventeenth Encampment, held in that 
year at Denver, Col. For the years preceding that date, 1866-82, and also in 1884, 
at Minneapolis, ribbon badges were worn. The metal badges, being in the nature of 
honorary medals, and limited in number, are increasingly difficult to be obtained, as 
the years go on, for their owners can seldom be induced to part with them, and the 
earlier ones may be called extremely rare. I am indebted to Mr. Albert H. Van 
Deusen, of Washington, D. C., a veteran officer of the Army of the Potomac, for an 
opportunity to examine and describe a number of these interesting pieces not in my 
own collection, for which my thanks are gratefully tendered. 

The first on our list, that struck for the Denver gathering, was in the form of a 
star of sixteen points, alternately large and small, and composed of formal rays ; on 
the field, which is deadened, is a cypher of the letters G aR. Legend, separated from 
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the field by a circle, FRATERNITY . CHARITY . LOYALTY . and beneath, completing the 
circle, . 1861 . 1883. The reverse of the points is plain and burnished. On the field 
the arms of the State of Colorado, in a shield parti per fess (¢. ¢., horizontally divided 
into two equal parts) ; the chief, gules, three mountains; the base, or (gold), a miner's 
pick and hammer, crossed in saltire ; crest, the fasces placed fesswise (horizontally), 
the axe-blade large and turned upward ; the radiant All-seeing eye above. The motto 
appears beneath the shield (no ribbon), NIL SINE NUMINE (Nothing without divine 
protection). Surrounding the shield is the legend in two concentric circles ; in the 
outer one, SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT with thirteen five-pointed stars filling 
out the circle; the inner one, DENVER COLORADO and below. juLy. 1883. This was 
struck from pure native Colorado silver. It was worn with a yellow ribbon attached 
by a wire loop to the reverse of the piece, and suspended from a clasp with rough- 
ened centre and raised and burnished edges. Size of medal from point to point, 32; 
length of clasp or bar, 24. 

In 1884, as has already been said, no medal was struck, but ribbon badges were 
provided for delegates and visitors. 

The Officers and Delegates to the Convention at Portland, Me., in 1885, wore 
the following medal: Obverse, Arms of the State of Maine,—a pine-tree, with a 
moose “lodged” at its base; supporters, dexter, a farmer with scythe; sinister, a 
sailor, his left hand resting on an anchor; MAINE on a ribbon below; pirico (I lead 
or direct the course) on a ribbon above, placed diagonally across rays from a star 
of five points (the State crest). Legend, DELEGATE TO THE IQ™ ANNUAL NATIONAL 
ENCAMPMENT G.A.R. Reverse, The device of the Grand Army within a circle with 
legend, as already described, on the centre of the field, and enclosed within a wreath 
of olive, open at the top and tied with a bow of ribbon at the bottom. Bronze. 
Size 20. Worn by officers with a yellow ribbon, by members with one of scarlet, 
attached to an oblong bar, on which PORTLAND 1885 

When the National Encampment met in San Francisco the following device 
was used: Obverse, The star of the Grand Army as described ; on the five points 
are military and naval emblems—crossed muskets, cannon, sabres, an anchor, and a 
French horn. Reverse, An inscription in six lines on a burnished field, the first line 
obliquely upward from the left and right, over the second, and the third line semi- 
circular: MEMBER OF THE | 20th | NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT | G. A. R. | SAN FRANCISCO 
| — | 1886 | + Suspended by a light yellow ribbon from a clasp having the form of 
a grizzly bear moving to left (the well-known California emblem) ; the ground beneath 
his feet has sAN FRANCISCO. Silver. Size of star from point to point, 21; length of 
bar, 18. 

The assembly for 1887 was held at St. Louis, Mo. The medal worn on that 
occasion has on the obverse, the arms of the State of Missouri within a garter, as 
follows: Parti per pale; dexter, per fess on a chief azure, the moon in increment 
argent; in base, gules, a bear passant proper; sinister, the national eagle displayed, 
with the radiant All-seeing eye above, but no tinctures are indicated. On the garter 
is the motto of the State, UNITED WE STAND DIVIDED WE FALL Ona ribbon beneath, 
the second State motto, satus on the first fold, PopULI SUPREMA on the central fold, 
and LEX EST on the third or right fold. (The welfare of the people is the supreme 
law.) Supporters, two bears rampant. Crest, a helmet, open-faced and grated (the 
heraldic emblem of sovereignty), surmounted by three plumes, and having eleven stars 
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on the dexter and twelve stars on the sinister side (twenty-three in all, but as Missouri 
was the twenty-fourth State admitted into the Union, I judge twenty-four were 
intended). Beneath the ribbon, mpcccxx (the date of her admission). Legend, 
above, DELEGATE 218? NAT'L ENCAMPMENT and below, completing the circle, * GRAND 
ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC* Reverse, Clothed bust, in profile, to left, of Gen. Logan. 
Legend, JOHN A. LOGAN PATRIOT, STATESMAN, MODEL VOLUNTEER @ Edge, ring and 
buff ribbon by which it is suspended to a bar, on which sT* LouIs A‘ D 1887 ° on 
the right and left of the star of the Society, having the usual device, but a circle of 
stars in place of the customary legend, and G A R on the lower three points. Medal, 
silver, size 24; bar of the same metal, the star bronze; length of bar, 30; size of star, 
14 from point to point. 

The badge of the Twenty-second Encampment, like most of the others, has a 
local allusion. It is a ‘“buck-eye” nut, the emblem of the State of Ohio, having on 
its front an ornate monogram of G A R, the A quite large; the nut is made to open at 
the bottom (hinged at the top), and the upper half contains a uniface medal bearing 
the bust, facing, of Gen. Grant in uniform, and a fac-simile of his autograph below ; 
the other half has a similar uniface with the legend TWENTY SECOND NATIONAL 
ENCAMPMENT and ‘G. A. R. ‘at base, completing the circle; on the field, cocumsus | 
OHIO | SEPT. I1. 1888 with an ornate dash above and below. The badge hangs ona 
yellow ribbon falling from a bar to which the nut is attached by two chains. The 
bar has coLumBus and an ornate elliptical tablet with the date of meeting, 1888, 
beneath, and a sprig of olive on each side. The nut and bar are of bronze ; the medals 
enclosed of silver or tin. Width of nut, about 20; length of bar, 24. 

The Twenty-third Encampment met at Milwaukee, when the following medal 
or badge was worn: Obverse, An outline star in the form of the Grand Army star, 
the points terminating in trefoils; the upper two points argent (for white), the lower 
point horizontally lined for azure (blue), and the other two, gules (red),— indicating 
the national colors; on the centre are the arms of the State of Wisconsin, but the 
tinctures, if any they have, are not indicated; the field is quarterly: 1, a plow; 2, a 
miner’s hammer and pick, crossed in saltire; 3, a right arm embowed, holding a ham- 
mer; 4, an anchor; as an “escutcheon of pretence’”’ (very small and indistinct), the 
shield of the United States, which needs no description, save that there are no stars 
in the chief; it is surrounded by a wreath on which is the national motto. Support- 
ers, dexter, a sailor facing, holding a cutlass in right hand ; sinister, a miner, who rests 
his right hand on the shield ; the supporters and arms rest on two cornucopiz from 
which roses and other flowers are falling. Motto, on a ribbon above, the ends resting 
on the heads of the supporters, FORWARD Crest, a badger, the State emblem. This 
is a good example of the pseudo-heraldry favored by so many of the younger States, 
which it would puzzle a herald to blazon properly. Reverse, A view of the city of 
Milwaukee, showing the harbor. Legend, separated by a circle from the field, 
2382 NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT . GRAND ARMY OF REPUBLIC and below, completing the 
circle, MILWAUKEE ‘WIs. Rim reeded. Silver plated, size 24. Suspended by an edge 
ring and yellow ribbon from a bar, on which is AuGustT 1889 with a badger moving to 
left on a heraldic wreath. Length of bar, 20. This was struck in Milwaukee by the 
“Schwaab Stamp & Seal Co.,” and, considering the requirements and difficulties 
imposed by the minute details of the arms, it is a fairly creditable work. This is one 
of the rarest of the series. I note that the yellow or buff ribbons, so often used 
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on these pieces, have a military significance, that being the color of the sashes worn 
by high Army officials. 

When the Encampment met in 1890, the badge had little of a medallic char- 
acter; it seems to have been designed to bring in various local allusions to the 
State of Massachusetts and the City of Boston; the latter was symbolized by the hub 
of a wheel, which opened to show in the upper half a clothed bust of the War Gov- 
ernor, Andrew, in profile to right, and ANDREW below in a curving line; in the lower 
half is a similar bust, also in profile, of Admiral Farragut in uniform, to left, with 
FARRAGUT beneath. The “hub” is suspended by chains to a bar having the star of 
the G. A. R. in miniature at each end, with 24™ NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT | BOSTON 
AUGUST 1890 in two lines; the arms of Massachusetts—an Indian with bow and 
arrow, in gold on a white enameled, gold-edged shield, and the mullet in dexter chief, 
but not in strict heraldic style, suspended beneath. The bar is attached to a pin, 
representing the famous codfish which for nearly a century has hung in the Represen- 
tatives’ chamber at the State House. A yellow ribbon, over which falls a miniature 
United States flag of silk, completes the combination, which, if we mistake not, was 
the work of Peleg Macomber, of Providence, R. I. Evidently the intention was to 
amuse, rather than to produce a medal worthy of the occasion, and was very likely 
suggested by the Columbus badge. 

In 1891 the National Encampment met at Detroit, and the committee in charge 
of preparing the badge wisely returned to a medal. The obverse has the arms of 
the State of Michigan; as these have already been described, it is sufficient to say 
they have nothing heraldic save the supporters, which are stags; the device is a 
peninsula jutting into a lake, with the rising sun emerging from its waters in the 
background ; in chief is the word TuEBor (I will defend) ; crest, an eagle displayed 
on a hemisphere, with the national motto above ; the motto of the State is placed on 
two scrolls or ribbons, beneath the shield, the last word on the second or lower 
ribbon : SI QUARIS (sic) PENINSULAM AMCENAM CIRCUMSPICE (If you seek a delightful 
peninsula, look about you). Legend, siLVER NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT, G.A.R. Beneath 
the motto and completing the circle, DETROIT, 1891 Reverse, Bust to left in profile 
of Gen. Sherman, clothed in the uniform of a Lieutenant General. Legend, above, 
WILLIAM TECUMSEH SHERMAN and below, TRUE AND HONEST Edge ring, with yellow 
ribbon on which is woven the flag of the Union, but with thirteen stars only. Bar, 
oblong, on which MICHIGAN in a beaded border. Silver (?) Size of medal, 24; length 
of bar, 26. The dies were by F. G. Smith, Sons & Co., of Detroit. 

In 1892, at Washington, D. C., the medal was one of silver inserted in another 
of bronze, pierced to receive it. The obverse of the silver medal has a view of the 
Capitol at Washington. Legend on the bronze or outer portion, MEMBER 267 NA- 
TIONAL ENCAMPMENT A wreath of olive at the base, tied with a bow of ribbon, com- 
pletes the circle. A floreated ornament rests on the upper part of the circle which 
surrounds the legend. Reverse, On the silver portion, a view of Pennsylvania Avenue 
at Washington, the Capitol in the distance, trees on the right, trees and several build- 
ings on the left, and a column of troops marching towards the observer, probably 
referring to the ‘Grand Review” at the close of the Civil War. Legend on the 
bronze portion, PRESENTED BY THE CITIZENS OF WASHINGTON, D. Cc. * The back of 
the ornament on the top is plain, but has a ring inserted for the yellow ribbon, which 
has a monogram of G A R embroidered in red, white and blue silk ; the bar is oblong 
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with an elliptical medallion, having in profile to right, Houdon’s bust of Washington ; 
on the left, sEpT and on the right, 1892. The border is pearled, and on the top of the 
bar WASHINGTON on aribbon. Dies by Davison, of Philadelphia. Size of silver medal, 
16; of bronze, 24: height to top of ornament, 32. Length of bar, which is of bronze, 
28 ; height, 18. Ch 


JULY, Igor. 
{To be continued. ]} 





SPANISH WAR MEDALS. 


Tue Troy Citizens’ Corps presented to Company A of the Second New 
York Regiment, on its return from the Spanish War, a medallic badge of 
bronze. This volunteer company was recruited under the auspices of the 
Troy company, which took a special interest in the members of Company A 
while away. The design was a star formed by four points proceeding from 
a garter, arranged as a circle, the strap or end falling below; on the garter is 
the legend IL1UM FUIT TROJA EST (Ilium was, Troy is [still existing] ); on the 
centre is a knapsack with the usual rolled coat above it, and bearing the 
inscription in three lines, Tc c | 6 | NG for Troy Citizens’ Corps, 6th Regt. 
National Guard; two rifles behind, crossed in saltire; the points are each 
indented, and have on the upper one 2 (regimental number) ; on that at left, 
N.Y; on the right point, v. 1 (Volunteer Inf’y), and on the lower one a; 
a wreath of laurel shows between the points. Reverse, A semi-circular line, 
PRESENTED BY TROY CITIZENS CORPS Attached by two small chains to an orna- 
mental bar, on the centre of which is a cross of three arms, segments of a 
circle from which three spaces have been cut of similar form. span on the 
left; u-s-A- on the right; 1898 ona circular tablet surmounting the centre 
of the cross. Size of star, from point to point, 30; length of bar, 28. There 
is a loop on the reverse of the bar to hold a ribbon. 

Another company was recruited by the 21st Separate Company, National 
Guard of the State of New York, known as the “ Tibbits Cadets,” to serve 
in the war with Spain; it was attached to the Second New York Volunteer 
Infantry, like the preceding. On its return, the members were presented 
with a special medal struck in their honor, which is in the form of a cross 
patee, having formal rays between the arms, so arranged as to form a square 
with its sides slightly curving inward. On the centre of the cross is a 
tablet enclosed by a circle and bearing a large 2 around which is the legend 
SPANISH AMERICAN WAR and completing the circle, the date 1898 On the 
upper arm, c? p; on the left n and on the right y, while vot tnr’Ty completes 
the name of the organization. The reverse is plain except for a small incused 
punch-mark giving the maker’s name in a circle, J. K. DAVISON PHILA in very 
small letters. At the top an edge loop for a ring, by which it is attached 
with a scarlet ribbon to a bar bearing the name of the parent company, 
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21°" SEP. C? N.G. N.Y. On the top of this bar is a ribbon with the words 
TIBBITS CADETS and between the ribbon and the bar appear the rays of the 
sun, alluding to the crest of the State. Copper, bronzed; size of cross, 21; 
length of side of quadrangular rays, 16; length of bar, 24. The Second 
Regiment was commanded by Col. Arthur McArthur. 


THE WEST INDIAN SERVICE MEDAL. 


Impressions of the West Indian Service Medal have been struck by the 
United States Mint for those who took part in the naval campaign in the 
West Indies during the Spanish-American War. The obverse has a profile 
bust to right of Admiral Sampson in naval uniform; on the field behind 
the bust, the inscription u. s | NAVAL | CAMPAIGN | IN THE | WEST INDIES | 1898 
and before it (at the right), witt1aM | THOMAS | SAMPSON | COMMANDER | 


in | cuter. A double circle surrounds the field, enclosing a wreath of oak 
leaves which falls from a shield at the top, inscribed with u s in monogram. 
Reverse, A group of three figures, standing, one of which is a naval 


officer, giving orders to ‘the man behind the gun,” who is about to fire one 
of the “rapid-fire” pieces; in the background is a third sailor, who is wait- 
ing for orders. 

Worn with a ribbon of the national colors, and a bar attached by three 
links to the medal ; on the bar the American eagle in the centre, with a “ foul 
anchor” at the ends. 

These medals are to be struck in bronze, if we are rightly informed, and 
distributed among the officers and men of the vessels which took part in the 
campaign. H. K. 





PORTO RICO MEDAL. 


We have to thank correspondents for the descriptions, which follow, of medals relating 
to the Spanish-American War. It is very desirable that as many of these as possible shall be 
placed upon record, while they are accessible, as no doubt the time will come when they will 
be sought after by collectors to complete the group of historical medals relating to America, 
in which they will form an interesting class. Some are already very difficult to be obtained. 
We cordially invite those who have such pieces to forward descriptions to the Journa/,—Eps. 


Editors of the Journal : — 

SOMETIME since you asked for descriptions of medals relating to the Spanish- 
American War. Herewith I submit a description of one in my collection which I 
believe has not appeared in the /ourna/, The planchet is pentagonal, with projections 
on the points, the whole suggestive of a five-sided fort with bastions. 

Obverse. A soldier facing, in standing posture, dressed in the uniform of the 
U.S. Army, and holding his rifle across the front of his body, grasping it with both 
hands ; in the background are palm trees, three on each side, rising from tall tropical 
grass; smaller trees in the distance. A ribbon over his head, bending upward into 
the upper edge of the pentagon, on which are the words PorTO RICO and another pass- 
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ing behind his knees, is inscribed JuLy-AuG on the left, and 1898 on the right; the 
ends of the latter ribbon fall into the lower “ bastions,” and both ribbons have forked 
ends. 

Reverse. A monument at the left, on which is a standing figure of a man, 
facing; his right hand rests upon a staff, and his left on the fasces; at the base of the 
pedestal is the American eagle with wings displayed ; beside it stands a female figure 
whose left hand holds a closed book, and whose right, slightly extended, suspends a 
wreath on the front of the pedestal just above the eagle. In the distance on the right 
is seen the Capitol and on the left the sun rising over an arched bridge; there is 
something suggesting a sheaf of wheat at the left of the base of the monument. This 
scene is surrounded by a circle on which may be read FIRST DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
REGIMENT * U. S. v.* Over this circle is a ribbon inscribed FROM THE CITIZENS OF THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA The forked ends of this ribbon turn upward into the upper 
right and left “bastions.” In the top “bastion” is an ornament; in the other two 
are open wreaths tied with ribbons. The sides of the pentagon measure one inch (16 
American scale) from point to point of the projections. The medal is suspeded by two 
chains which attach it to a bar or clasp, of ornamental form, on which are two crossed 
rifles; over them the words PRESENTED TO in two lines, and a blank ribbon to be 
engraved with a name falls beneath them. This clasp is one and three-quarters inches 
long and three-quarters of an inch high (largest measurements). The material is 
copper, bronzed. 


Philadelphia, July 10, 1901. 





MEDAL OF THE WAR IN THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 


Editors of the Journal : — 

I sEND you the following description of an attractive médallic badge towards 
your list of American medals relating to the recent war with Spain ; this commemo- 
rates one of the battles in the Philippine Islands, and was struck from the metal of a 
brass cannon captured in the fight by the regiment for which it was issued, and sent 
by the officers, as we understand, to Philadelphia, where the badges were prepared. 
It seems desirable to make as full a list of these pieces as possible, for preservation, 
and to assist some future compiler, who shall be disposed to carry on the work so well 
begun some years ago by the late Mr. Wyllys Betts. This badge is in the form of a 
cross, but as it was struck from dies, it seems to be clearly entitled to a place in the 
catalogue. The cross is of brass, gilt, patee in form,—that is, with arms expanding 
outward from the centre; on the centre is a small circular medal, silvered, on which 
appears the bust, nearly facing, of a military officer in uniform; no name appears, 
but I have been informed on reliable authority that it represents the regimental com- 
mander, Col. Hawkins ; he wears a military cap, on the front of which is a suggestion 
of the arms of the State of Pennsylvania, but the only portion clearly to be distin- 
guished are the horses—the supporters of these arms. His face is slightly turned 
to the right of the observer. The arms of the cross bear, on the left and right, a 
palm-tree ; on the upper one is the name of the battle, in memory of which the badge 
was struck, MALATE, and on the lower one an ornament resembling the figure 8, 
though it is not an eight. The letters, the edge of the cross, and the border of the 
ornament on the lower arm are in gilt; the arms themselves are filled with blue 








ee 
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enamel within the gilt borders, and the centre of the lower ornament is white enamel. 
On the reverse is a garter, with strap and buckle at the bottom, which encloses a 
view of the place where the battle was fought, identified by the legend on the garter 
as the CAPUCHIN CONVENT P. I. JULY 31. 1898 A small star at each end of the legend 
and three buckle holes in the garter. Beneath this circular piece, which was sepa- 
rately struck and then fastened to the cross, is the name of the maker, in two lines, 
J. K. DAVISON | PHILA. in very small letters. Attached by chains from the upper 
corners of the cross is a bar, without which, unfortunately, it would be impossible, 
from anything that appears on the medal, to identify its purpose and history. The 
bar has upon the centre a small keystone bearing the arms and crest of the State of 
Pennsylvania, with the supporters, as mentioned above. On the left is PHILIPPINE 
and on the right 1sLanps-_ A ribbon at the top on which two branches of laurel, and 
another ribbon below on which 107 PENNA. VOL. INFT. On the reverse of the bar in 
three lines of small letters, To | (space for name) | FOR HEROIC SERVICES | 1898 1899 
The bar is finished to resemble oxydized silver. The size of the cross from edge to 
edge is 22; diameter of circle on obverse, 14; of that on reverse, 18. Worn with a 
green ribbon, fastened to the bar and falling behind the cross. 

Another Medal which will properly belong to this group is the “ Veteran Medal 
of Honor,” as recommended by President McKinley, which is designed to be presented 
to those soldiers who voluntarily overstayed their term of enlistment in the Philippine 
Islands, and served against Aguinaldo’s followers. I am uncertain whether this 
Medal has yet been struck. Can some of your readers inform me ? 


Philadelphia, July 23, 1901. MILES. 





MASONIC MEDALS. 


(Continued from Vol. XXXV, p. 119.) 


[We note that MCXXXIV and MCXV as printed are identical; MCXXIII has been 
duplicated in the number. Collectors will therefore please add (a) to the latter, and substitute 
the following for MCXXXIV in place of that so numbered in the April issue. ] 

MCXXXIV. Obverse, On the field a cedar of Lebanon, below which 
juNE 10. Legend, on a dead-finish circle which surrounds the field, * cEN- 
TENARY * MEDAL * above, and 4 * 5801: 5901 * + below, completing the circle. 
Reverse, The square and compasses, a small level at the left and plumb at the 
right, both placed diagonally ; over the level the face of the radiant sun, and 
over the plumb the crescent moon and seven stars; over the head of the 
compasses a dove holding an olive branch in his beak, and standing on an 
heraldic ribbon —the crest of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, by which 
Mt. Lebanon Lodge was constituted. Legend on a circle similar to that on 
obverse, * MOUNT * LEBANON * LODGE * BOSTON * and completing the circle + 
CONSTITUTED. A. L. 5801 4: this device is the seal of the Lodge; a ring on 
the edge, and light blue ribbon attached to a bar on which * M? LEBANON 
LODGE’ Bronze. Size 24. Length of bar, 26." 

1 Struck for the Centennial of the Lodge. The dies were engraved by Henry Mitchell, Boston. 
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MCXXXVIII. Obverse, Front view of the tomb of Washington at Mount 
Vernon. Legend, mM? VERNON va. on the left, and 1799-1899 * on the right ; at 
the bottom, in two lines curving to the size of the medal, copyRIGHTED 1899 | 
ALEX ‘ WASH * LODGE 22. Reverse, A full-length figure of Washington stand- 
ing on a mosaic pavement; at the left a square pedestal draped, on which are 
lying the Bible, square and compasses ; he wears the collar and apron of a 
Master ; his right hand rests on the Bible, his left holds the scabbard of his 
sword, which hangs, point forward, by his left side. Legend, GEoRGE wasH- 
INGTON MASTER 1788 * ** Bronze, size 24. Struck by the Lodge named on 
the centennial of his death.’ W. T. R. M. 





ANOTHER “1804 DOLLAR” FOUND. 


Aucust brings the story of the discovery of another “1804 Dollar.” It is said 
that Mr. John Cunningham, of Leominster, Mass., while digging for fish-worms in the 
garden of his house on Pleasant street, “in one spadeful of earth which he turned 
over, struck something round and hard. Cunningham is a collector of old coins, and, 
thinking that he had struck some kind of coin, he examined and found it to be a piece 
of money, but it was so badly tarnished that he could not make it out. He took it 
into the house and put it into a solution of kerosene and alcohol and let it soak while 
he finished digging for fish-worms. He then gave the metal a thorough cleansing 
and scouring, and found that it was a silver dollar of 1804. The coin was not so 
badly damaged by the action of the earth, and after a liberal application of the solu- 
tion and elbow-grease it was cleaned so that the figures and characters were as legible 
as they were the day the coin was minted.” 

Further particulars will be awaited with some interest, that the particular type 
and variety of this recent find may be learned, as there were no U. S. Dollars struck in 
1804. 

SoA ory eeencerramnCENNNNNN 


OBITUARY. 
JOHN HURD COMSTOCK. 


Mr. Joun Hurp Comstock, whose death occurred at Green Bay, Wisconsin, 
6 August, 1901, was one of the early collectors, especially in American coins, etc. 
Although not extensively known in the East as the possessor of a cabinet of more 
than ordinary interest, those who have had the opportunity to inspect his collection 
appreciated the value of his acquisitions, for in certain lines it had few, if any, supe- 
riors in the country. In the “priced and named Catalogue” of the Mickley sale, 
held in 1868, his name appears among the buyers, and for nearly forty years —for he 
began to form his collection when a youth—he has been quietly but judiciously 
adding to his store of rare and choice pieces, being a large buyer in the Eastern 
sales. His knowledge of the subject was ever at the service of his friends ; he was 
a genial acquaintance and a delightful correspondent, and will be greatly missed. 

Mr. Comstock was born in Ohio, 15 May, 1847, and with his father’s family 
removed to Milwaukee in his early boyhood. He was engaged in the lumber business 


1 In the collection of Maj. C. P. Nichols. 
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most of his life, but for several years past has been Manager of the Diamond Match 
Company. He was a member of several of the leading Clubs in Chicago and Milwau- 
kee, and prominent in social circles in both cities. His funeral was conducted at 
Woodlawn Cemetery, Green Bay, under the charge of the Commandery of Knights 
Templar, of which he was a member. iL 8. 


WILLIAM IDLER. 


PERHAPS no name was more familiar to coin-lovers of a generation ago than 
that of Witt1Am IpLER, whose death occurred on 16 July, 1901. His copies of the 
Baltimore Penny, the Washington Half Dollar, etc., will no doubt be recalled by 
many collectors of more recent date. These pieces were not intended to deceive, 
but to show the devices upon the very rare pieces which they copied. He had a wide 
reputation as an authority on early American coins, and his collection of Colonial 
money, stamps and autographs has long been regarded as of peculiar excellence and 
value. He was born in 1808, and at the time of his death was the oldest jeweller in 
Philadelphia, having reached the age of ninety-three. Mr. John W. Haseltine, a well- 


known Philadelphia dealer in coins, married a daughter of Mr. Idler. oa 


NOTES AND QUERIES. 


ALLUSION ON COINS TO A ROMAN FOOD TAX. 

An Austrian scholar discusses the obscure abbreviation Pp NR on the Claudian coins 
(Quadrantes), for which no very satisfactory explanation has been hitherto suggested. He 
proposes to read the letters as the initials of Portorium Nundinarium Remissum, and suggests 
that the reference may be to the remission of a tax imposed under Caligula. 

OOM PAUL AT LYONS. 

On the recent visit of Kruger to Lyons the sympathizers with the Boers presented him 
with a gold medal which bore on the obverse a female head typifying the city, and on the 
reverse, the inscription (translated) ‘“ Homage of the citizens of Lyons to President Kruger in 
remembrance of his heroic defence of the South African Republic.” E. J. C 


A SWISS COIN EXHUMED IN WISCONSIN. 

SOMETIME ago there was ploughed up in Neenah, Wis., a bronze cross and a small silver 
Swiss coin, about the diameter of a quarter Dollar. Obv., a shield draped and crowned, 
““ LUCERNENS. MON. NOV, RE.” Rev., a cross made up of eight L’s. In the centre, 3. “ Domr- 
NUS SPES POPULI SuI.” The legends are easily read, but the question is, when was this piece 
minted? On the ground where this coin was found, a battle was fought between the Indians 
and a body of troops from the French garrison of Green Bay. If the age of the coin can be 
fixed it might determine the possibility or probability of its having been lost in the fight. Will 
some /Journa/ reader kindly help me? 

ROBT, SHIELLS, F, S, A., SCOT. 





EDITORIAL. 


A CHAT ABOUT NUMISMATIC COLLECTIONS. 

Ir is gratifying to observe that the collection of illustrative coins and medals has begun 
to receive some attention, not only from our Colleges and Universities, but from other public 
institutions. To those who, by the study of the coins themselves rather than of the books 
upon the subject, have found in them a treasury of information,—sad to say, one that has as 
yet been too little appreciated by American students,—this is a gladsome announcement. 
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How much of it is due to what we may style a “realizing sense” of the value of coin study, 
it is hard to determine. Looking back a generation, we shall find that a few American collec- 
tors, best known to each other through the rarities which each had acquired, had for some time 
been gathering groups of Provincial or Colonial pieces; in one cabinet were the rare New 
England pine-tree pieces, and others of the series — the “ oak-trees,” the “ willow-trees,” etc. ; 
in another were early Canadians and early Franco-American issues ; in still another, Proclama- 
tion pieces, struck in the Spanish-American possessions. Here, perhaps, was a large cabinet 
of medals, composed of pieces struck no matter where; if they had reference to some one 
well known in American history, or some prominent event in our annals, that was enough to 
make them desirable ; there, was another, which contained every Washington or Lincoln piece 
that the collector could lay his hands upon. Quaint old German coins and Bell-thalers were 
eagerly sought by an amateur who has passed away. A large number of Greek coins — and 
among them not a few counterfeits — were unexpectedly brought to light by their appearance 
in a sale catalogue after the death of their owner, whose zeal had exceeded his knowledge. 
Others not yet dispersed — for too often the auction room has been the point of departure of 
many cherished treasures—contain judicious selections and choice examples of valuable 
pieces which have long been accumulating. The cabinet of a well-known Salem collector, 
who died a few years ago, held at one time certain coins of great interest : what disposition is 
to be made of them, and what rare pieces the cabinet actually held at his death, is a question 
of interest to many dealers as well as collectors. The same is true of a Somerville cabinet 
notable for its German crowns and medieval pieces. 

To name the special pieces for which any one of the cabinets we have in mind was distin- 
guished — let us say, twenty years ago — suggests at once to older collectors the name of its 
owner. He and his wants were equally well known to the dealers who have passed off the 
stage ; and if some rare, unnoticed or unknown Colonial coin turned up—like the Gloriam 
Regni, or one of the Franco-American jetons, the Non Vilius Aureo for example, before the 
market was flooded with restrikes —the fortunate finder, generally a dealer, knew just where 
to place it at his own price. A better code of ethics obtains, we believe, among most of the 
dealers to-day; and we are confident the time has passed when success would follow the trick 
which is said to have been used to catch unwary buyers not so many years ago, by which they 
were induced to buy “unique” jetons, accidental (?) mules of well-known reverses combined 
in a foreign mint with an obverse from a die cut by a different artist from the one who engraved 
the original, and which were shrewdly surmised to have been ordered in the novel combina- 
tions from this side of the water. 

About the time of which we have been speaking, or a little later, the curator of the Yale 
cabinet, whose work had been almost a sinecure, discovered that the college cabinet had 
become of sufficient magnitude to warrant printing a condensed catalogue of its contents. 
This collection was the gradual accumulation of years, and contained few pieces of more than 
ordinary value, and the catalogue was rather a “finding list” than a source of information, but 
it brought forth good fruit. Not long afterward an alumnus of the college, the late C. Wyllys 
Betts, bequeathed to his alma mater his private cabinet, largely composed of medals relating 
to the early history of America, some of which were extremely rare pieces. Nothing of the 
kind then existed in any public institution, and this is now accessible to students of the 
subject. 

What may be called a rudimentary collection has long existed at Harvard, very similar 
to that at Yale, but so little was thought of it that quite a number of the pieces were put away 
so carefully that their very existence was lost to sight, and their memory was no longer dear. 
By chance they were discovered by the curator, Dr. Malcolm Storer, whose efforts to place the 
collection on a working basis have been very successful. A year ago he reported five hundred 
accessions, of which more than half came from a single donor. The special effort of the 
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Harvard curator has been to gather medals struck in honor of holders of Harvard degrees, 
whether conferred in regular course, or honorary. Many of these pieces bear portraits, and thus 
have a personal interest to graduates, aside from their numismatic value. We learn that the 
success which has followed Dr. Storer’s labors has been very encouraging. But in addition 
to their special collections, both the Yale and Harvard curators would be glad, we are sure, to 
secure good impressions of ancient Greek and Roman coins for the use of students. Such a 
collection would at least afford the opportunity for the prevention of a blunder like one 
recently brought to our notice, where the editor of a Greek text-book has illustrated his work 
with a cut of “an old Persian coin,” bearing Arabic characters and struck at least a thousand 
years after the events in the context, ignoring or forgetting the darics bearing the “royal sym- 
bol of the archer,” which have been thought by eminent numismatists to possess a higher 
antiquity than any other coins, and which, whether that theory be true or not, we can hardly 
doubt were in circulation at the time of the retreat of the ten thousand. There is an engrav- 
ing of one of the old coins,—the king in a chariot,— but the typical Persian archer would 
have been better — far better, than the “old Persian” in the book. 

The disposition of the Storer cabinet of Medical Medals has already been mentioned 
in the Journal. This very extensive collection, peculiarly rich in personal and portrait medals, 
unique in its character, and wide in range, can now be inspected at leisure by those interested, 

The cabinets of the American Numismatic and Archaeological Society have many very 
valuable pieces, and not the least attractive of their treasures is a set of the admirable repro- 
ductions of ancient coins, prepared from extremely rare originals in the British Museum. 

The Mint cabinet needs no mention; as is generally known, it is open to the public, 
like that of the Smithsonian Institution at Washington — with the peculiar character of which 
we are not familiar. In some of our large cities the public libraries are at work to a limited 
extent in collecting medals of special lines. Some of the Masonic Grand Lodges — notably 
those of Massachusetts, of Iowa, and of New York — have begun to collect Masonics, and the 
tendency in nearly all public collections has been to restrict them to some particular line. 
The Boston Public Library has a few historical medals, including some of high value and 
great local interest, — Washingtons, Franklins, and a few others,— but the number as yet is 
very small. The Bostonian Society gathers Boston pieces; the Numismatic and Antiqua- 
rian Society of Philadelphia does not restrict itself to Philadelphian history, but, with the 
Mint cabinet so near at hand, it might well aim to develop a special case of all pieces referring 
to events in the history of the city and the State. 

We have mentioned a few of the Numismatic Cabinets that are now open to the public, 
and there are some others: we have nothing to say at present of the numerous private col- 
lections, to which access is not difficult on proper application from those who desire to inves- 
tigate some special point in medals or coins; but the great need, at the present time, is to 
provide for coin students somewhere, under skilled supervision, and with a liberal endowment, 
or with national support — preferably the latter —a cabinet worthy of the science and of the 
United States. When we read of the acquisitions of the British Museum only within the last 
twelve months, and remember the important contributions to historical knowledge — the legiti- 
mate result of its liberal purchases in the past—which the gentlemen in charge of its 
treasures are constantly bringing out, and ask ourselves “ What have we to show in compari- 
son?” we can only reply —“ Nothing!” It is high time that we begin to do something, as a 
people, worthy of the national advance in every other direction. Why should we, why have we 
lagged so far behind the nations of the world in this ? 


Tue New York School for Instruction in Die-cutting and for the preparation of suitable 
designs for coins and medals, has closed its first course, We have not yet seen the report of 
the Managers on the work of the year, but we learn that they are encouraged to go forward, 
and the work of the second year is to be resumed in the autumn. 


